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ON  THE  COVER:  The  beautiful  Wisconsin  National,  formerly  owned  by  NOW's  founding  member,  Chet  Krause. 
The  note  was  last  seen  at  auction  in  2008  along  with  the  rest  of  Chet's  Wisconsin  National  Bank  Notes,  the 
largest  collection  ever  assembled.  Listed  in  the  catalog  of  Lyn  Knight  Currency  Auctions  October  17,  2008, 
described  as;  "Lot  #3597:  Oshkosh,  Commercial  NB,  M5557,  Fr.477,  $5  1882  BB.  This  bank  is  a bit  more 
available  with  41  large  size  reported  A very  pleasing  $5  Brownback.  VF  ($750-1500) 

See  'From  the  Editor'  for  more  information  regarding  our  cover. 


From  the  Editor 


Ahh,  Spring!  When  a young  man's  fancy  lightly  turns  to  thoughts  of  love. ..and  a middle  aged  man's 
fancy  turns  to  thoughts  of  coins!  Apologies  to  Alfred  Lord  Tennyson,  but  had  he  lived  in  our  time,  he 
would  have  known  that  spring  is  coin  show  season  in  Wisconsin,  and  baseball  season,  and  much  more 
pleasant  weather  season.  Sure,  there's  time  for  love,  it  just  gets  moved  to  the  third  or  fourth  priority. 
Well,  perhaps  young  men  and  women  will  fancy  love  first,  that's  OK,  as  long  as  they  come  back  to 
coins  after  their  'goings  on'. 

Speaking  of  baseball,  I threw  a curve  ball  with  this  issue.  You  may  have  noticed  a slight  change  in  our 
'usual'  format.  Our  Table  of  Contents  occupies  the  first  page  and  our  Show  Calendar  occupies  the  last 
page.  Usually  these  items  are  reserved  for  the  inside  front  and  inside  back  covers  of  NOW  NEWS.  But 
we  were  lucky  enough  to  obtain  a beautiful  Brown  Back  Wisconsin  National  Note  to  grace  our  cover 
and  inside  cover,  and  I didn't  want  to  miss  the  opportunity  to  print  both  sides  - in  color! 

More  about  The  Cover:  Adding  to  the  significance  of  this  2015  spring  issue  cover,  is  the  pedigree  of 
this  particular  note.  It  comes  from  the  collection  of  N.O.W.  Member  Number  1!  None  other  than 
Chester  L.  Krause.  It  is  a First  Issue  Series  1882,  Brown  Seal,  Brown  Back  from  the  Oshkosh  Commercial 
National  Bank,  Charter  #5557.  The  obverse  depicts  a vignette  of  President  James  Garfield,  who  was 
assassinated  just  seven  months  after  he  was  elected  the  20th  President  of  the  United  States  in  1881. 
The  reverse  shows  the  Charter  numbers  and  surrounding  ornaments  in  green,  with  the  remainder 
printed  in  brown,  vignettes  of  the  Wisconsin  State  seal  left  and  eagle  right.  Just  a beautiful  note 
submitted  for  photographing  by  its  current  caretaker,  Randy  Miller  of  Chief  Coin  and  Supply. 

We  have  another  terrific  issue  of  NOW  NEWS  for  you,  while  you're  in-between  coin  shows,  ball  games, 
and  love,  there  are  plenty  of  new  articles  for  you  to  read,  written  by  your  fellow  NOW  members.  Fred 
Borgmann  starts  us  off  with  'Milwaukee  Vigilante  Badge',  followed  by  a timely  springtime  reminder, 
'Only  You  Can  Prevent  Wild  Fires',  Dreux  Watermolen's  tribute  to  "America's  Longest  Running  Ad 
Campaign".  Next  Mark  Benvenuto  keeps  it  simple  with  'Silver  Eagles',  and  to  compliment  these  three 
regular  contributors,  first  time  author  Roger  Lalich  reminds  us  of  the  wonderful  resource  we  all  have 
right  under  our  noses,  'The  Wisconsin  Historical  Society'.  We  also  have  a profile  of  Racine  Hobo  Nickel 
carver,  Joe  Paonessa.  Of  course  you  won't  forget  our  regular  features;  NOW  NEWS  and  NOTES  (some 
IMPORTANT  information  concerning  NOW  Bylaws),  Clubs,  ANA  and  US  Mi 
packed  Show  Calendar. 

Yes,  spring  is  in  the  air!  Here's  hoping  your  fancy  is  filled  with  numismatic 
treasures.  (Save  a little  room  for  baseball  and  love...) 

(Je^  ^eic£e*t&c,uye'i 


int  news,  Books,  and  the  jam 
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N.O.W.  NEWS  AND  NOTES 


NOW  Board  of  Governors  Meeting  Report 

Your  NOW  Board  of  Governors  met  on  February  15th,  in  conjunction  with  the  annual  Wisconsin  Coin 
Expos  show  at  the  Oshkosh  Convention  Center  in  Oshkosh.  Present  were  President  Thad  Streeter,  Vice 
President  Fred  Borgmann,  Secretary/Treasurer  Bill  Oldenburg,  Governors  Cliff  Mishler,  Tom  Casper, 

Ken  Muelling,  Bob  Van  Ryzin,  Bill  Brandimore,  and  Jeff  Reichenberger. 

Agenda  topics  discussed  included: 

Upcoming  NOW  shows.  All  systems  GO  for  May  15  & 16,  2015  in  lola.  Sponsored  by  the  Wisconsin 
Valley  Coin  Club.  Make  plans  to  be  there!  2016  - March  31,  April  1 & 2,  in  Milwaukee,  sponsored  by 
South  Shore  Coin  Club  and  Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society.  2017  - Madison. 

Financial  Report.  We  are  in  good  financial  health  and  have  planned  our  budget  for  2015.  We  are 
currently  processing  our  best  options  for  transferring  matured  treasury  funds  in  ways  to  best  sustain  a 
healthy  financial  position  going  forward. 

Membership  Status.  We  have  grown  over  the  past  year  and  continue  to  work  on  better  ways  to  attract 
new  members,  including  having  a more  regular  and  prominent  presence  at  local  shows,  and 
distributing  membership  applications  and  passing  out  back  issues  of  NOW  NEWS  to  potential  members 
whenever  possible. 

i 2014  Writer  award  ballots.  The  Writer  awards  are  presently  being  tabulated  and  the  results  will  be 
printed  in  the  summer  issue  of  NOW  NEWS. 

Proposed  changes  to  the  NOW  Constitution  and  Bylaws.  We  are  in  the  process  of  adding/subtracting  a 
few  things  to  the  NOW  Bylaws.  Please  see  the  article  entitled  Proposed  Changes  to  the  NOW 
Constitution  and  Bylaws  on  the  next  page  for  further  details. 

Election  of  officers.  We  have  an  election  schedule  that  begins  with  a call  for  nominations  by  the 
president  in  the  summer  issue  of  NOW  NEWS.  Watch  for  it! 

Next  meeting.  Board  of  Governors,  11am,  Saturday,  May  16,  2015,  lola.  General  Membership,  1pm, 
Saturday,  May  16,  lola. 


Your  Board  of  Governors  meets  at  least  3 times  a year  at  various  venues  throughout  Wisconsin,  usually  in  conjunction  with  a show.  The 
General  Membership  meeting  is  held  yearly  at  the  N O W.  show.  Please  contact  any  of  the  board  members  with  your  ideas  or 
comments.  N.O.W.  is  YOUR  club,  the  more  input  from  all  members,  the  better  the  club  will  be  for  all  of  us  and  our  hobby. 
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Proposed  changes  to  the  NOW  Constitution  and  Bylaws  - 

There  are  some  changes  to  the  NOW  Constitution  and  Bylaws  proposed  by  the  NOW  Board  of 
Governors.  These  changes  are  open  to  the  General  Membership  for  review  the  following  ways: 

1)  Via  the  internet  at  this  link: 

http://www.numismatistsofwisconsin.com/bylaws.html 

2)  Upon  request  we  will  mail  you  a hard  copy. 

3)  Obtain  a copy  at  the  next  General  Membership  meeting  - May  16,  1pm,  loia  NOW  show. 

SHOW  REPORTS 

February  15  - Oshkosh 

The  32nd  annual  Wisconsin  Coin  Expos  show  held  at  the  Oshkosh  Convention  Center  took  place  on  a 
very  brisk  Sunday,  February  15th.  The  temperature  gauge  was  below  zero  until  mid-morning,  but  that 
did  not  stop  the  dealers  or  the  enthusiastic  crowd  from  packing  the  aisles.  The  public  began  to  trickle 
in  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  prior  to  the  9am  start  time,  and  a steady  stream  (400  strong)  continued  to 
come  through  the  registration  gate  until  early  afternoon.  Call  it  cabin  fever,  or  just  the  start  of  the 
coin  show  season,  but  people  were  ready  to  get  out  and  explore  the  bourse.  Always  a good  sign  to  see 
a strong  Oshkosh  show,  as  it  is  the  first  Wisconsin  show  of  the  year,  a bellwether  if  you  will,  of  things 
to  come.  Dealer  and  show  organizer  Randy  Miller  was  very  pleased  with  the  large  turnout,  as  were  the 
30+  dealers  who  expressed  their  pleasure  with  a hardy  "good  show"  as  the  packed  up  for  the  day. 
There  was  good  dealer  to  dealer  exchanges,  and  the  public  was  buying  silver,  as  well  as  collector  coins 
and  modern  mint  items.  They  were  also  bringing  in  their  wares  for  appraisal  and  sale.  Don't  miss  next 
year  Sunday,  February  14,  2016! 


The  Oshkosh  bourse  was  buzzing  on  February  15. 
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February  22  - Racine 

The  Racine  Numismatic  Society  held  its  annual  show  at  the  Roma  Lodge.  A steady  flow  of  collectors 
filled  the  bourse  for  most  of  the  day.  Show  contact  Bill  Spencer  reports  that  those  who  attended  were 
eager  to  buy,  many  dealers  being  pleased  with  the  result.  It  is  always  nice  when  the  floor  is  crammed 
with  people,  but  if  they  aren't  buying  it  makes  for  a longer  day.  When  collectors  come  to  buy, 
everyone  is  happy!  Next  year's  show  is  scheduled  for  February  28  - mark  your  calendars  now. 


DUES  NOTICE:  Those  of  you  who  have  vet  to  send  in  your  dues,  won't  you  please  do  it  now!? 
Don't  miss  a single  issue  of  N.O.W.  NEWS!  Your  dues  keep  your  club  running  and  viable.  It  helps 
support  our  efforts  to  educate  and  promote  the  hobby,  and  finances  the  quarterly  printing  of  N.O.W. 
NEWS.  So  send  in  your  dues  ASAP!  THANK  YOU!! 

CLUB  NEWS  (Spring  show  season  is  in  full  swing!) 

The  South  Shore  Coin  Club  is  busy  preparing  for  their  annual  three  day  show  on  March  19,20,21.  It 
will  be  held  at  the  Crowne  Plaza  Milwaukee  Airport  Hotel.  See  SHOW  CALENDAR  for  details. 

The  Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society  will  be  holding  their  annual  Bov  Scout  Merit  Badge  Clinic  on 
March  21  at  the  Crowne  Plaza  Hotel  at  7am.  This  is  in  conjunction  with  the  South  Shore  Coin  Club's 
annual  three  day  show. 

The  Madison  Coin  Club  is  preparing  for  its  83rd  Anniversary  show  on  March  22nd  at  the  Sheraton 
Hotel.  See  SHOW  CALENDAR  for  details. 

The  Fox  Valley  Coin  Club  is  getting  ready  for  its  60th  annual  show  on  March  29  at  the  Darboy  Club. 
See  SHOW  CALENDAR  and  their  FULL  PAGE  AD  in  this  issue  of  NOW  NEWS  for  Details. 

The  Sheboygan  Coin  Club  has  changed  their  fall  show  date  from  Sept.  5 to  August  29.  The  reason 
being  that  Sept.  5 falls  on  Labor  Day  weekend.  See  SHOW  CALENDAR  for  details. 


Does  your  club  have  news  you'd  like  to  share?  The  only  way  to  get  it  published  is  to  send  it  in! 
Please  send  your  club  news  to  the  Editor:  jkreichenberger@hotmail.com  - include  us  on  your  email  list 
-OR  - if  you  send  out  a hard  copy  newsletter,  include  us  on  your  mailing  list,  that  way  we  can  pull  bits 
of  information  from  your  newsletter  on  a regular  basis.  This  is  a quick  and  effective  way  to  send  us 
your  news  and  it  is  how  most  of  the  information  about  some  of  the  more  active  clubs  gets  into  the 
NOW  NEWS.  Send  it  to:  NOW  NEWS  Editor,  P.O.  Box  3572,  Oshkosh,  Wl  54903 
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COIN  CLUB  MEETINGS 


BARRON  COUNTY  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  7:00  p.m.  the  2nd  Thursday  at  the  School  Administration 
Bldg.,  700  Augusta  St.,  Rice  Lake.  Contact  Barron  County  Coin 
Club,  P.O.  Box  362,  Rice  Lake,  Wl  54868. 

CHIPPEWA  VALLEY  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  at  7:00  on  the  1st  Thursday  of  each  month  in  the 
basement  of  Parks  Rec.  Bldg.,  1300  1st  Ave.  in  Eau  Claire.  E-mail 
54701.com/coinclub  or  PO  Box  2140  Eau  Claire,  Wl  54702. 

ELGIN  IL  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  at  7:30  1st  Wednesday  at  Elgin  Moose  Fam.Ctr.  925  S. 
McLean  Blvd.  Elgin,  IL  60123.  Contact  Don  Cerny,  PO  Box  651,  S. 
Elgin,  IL  60177.  Ph.  847-888-1449. 

FISHBOWL  WOODEN  NICKEL  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  the  3rd  Thursday  (April-October);  at  the  Siren  Senior 
Center,  23943  State  Road  35,  Siren,  6:30  traders;  7:00  business 
meeting  (Nov. -March)  at  24136  State  Road  35/70,  Siren.  Contact 
Gary  Schauls,  2702  150th  St.,  Luck,  Wl  54853-3811.  Phone  715- 
472-2002. 

FOND  DU  LAC  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  the  1st  T uesday  (May  thru  Sept.)  at  the  Senior  Center  East 
2nd  Street  in  Fond  du  Lac.  Contact  Fond  du  Lac  Coin  Club,  PO  Box 
254,  Oshkosh,  Wl  54903. 

FOX  VALLEY  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  at  6:30  the  1st  and  3rd  T uesday  of  each  month  at  Good 
Will  - Community  Entrance,  1800  Appleton  Road,  Menasha. 
Corner  of  HWYs  47  and  10. 

INTNL  BANK  NOTE  SOCIETY  - MIDWEST  CHAPTER 

Meets  at  1:00  the  2nd  Saturday  each  month  at  North  Shore 
Library,  6800  North  Port  Washington  Road  in  Glendale. 
www.mcfls.org/northshorelibrary. 

KENOSHA  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  1st  Thursday  of  each  month 

(except  July  & August)  at  3030  39th  Ave,  Kenosha.  Contact:  Jerry 

Binsfeld  262-657-4653. 

KETTLE  MORAINE  COIN  & STAMP  CLUB 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  2nd  Thursday  of  each  month  at  Silverbrook 
Middle  School,  120  N.  Silverbrook  Drive  in  West  Bend.  Youth 
meeting  at  6:30.  Contact:  Dave  Hunsicker  262-338-6064. 

LAKE  COUNTY  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  7:00  the  1st  Tues.  each  month  at  the  Gurnee  Police 
Facility.  Contact  LCCC,  POBox  94,  Gurnee,  IL,  60031-0094, 
lakecountycoinclub@gmail.com 

LAKELAND  COIN  8,  STAMP  CLUB 

Meets  at  6:45  the  first  and  third  Thursday  of  each  month  at 
Lakeland  Senior  Center,  Woodruff,  Wl. 


MADISON  COIN  CLUB 

The  club  tries  to  meet  at  7:00  pm  on  the  1st  or  2n<l 
Monday  or  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  the  Alicia  Ashman  Branch 
of  the  Madison  Public  Library,  733  N.  High  Point  Road.  Contact 
Tom  Galway.  Phone  608-238-1722. 

MANITOWOC  COIN  CLUB 

No  regular  monthly  meetings.  An  annual  coin  show  is  held  in 
February.  Contact  Al  Hrudka  920-775-4979. 

MILWAUKEE  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 

Meets  at  7:00  on  the  3rd  Thursday  of  each  month  at  the 
Mayfair  Mall  Community  Room,  2500  N.  Mayfair  Road  in 
Wauwatosa  (use  ft 2 entrance,  east  side  of  mall). 

Contact  www.milwaukeenumismaticsociety.com. 

NICOLET  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  at  6:30  on  the  2nd  & 4th  Tuesday  at  the  Bay  Family 
Restaurant  corner  of  Military  and  9th  St.  in  G.  Bay.  Contact  Roger 
Bohn:  920-819-7294,  boneyard7@yahoo.com 

RACINE  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 

Meets  at  7:00  on  the  2nd  Thursday  at  Castlewood  Restaurant, 
2815  Wisconsin  St.,  Sturtevant.  Contact  Bill  Spencer  262-637- 
7766.  (no  July  or  Aug.  mtg). 

ROCKFORD  AREA  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  6:30  Thursday  at  North  Suburban  Women's  Club,  6320  N. 
2nd  St.,  Loves  Park,  www.exonumia.com  /RACC.htm.. Contact: 
Rockford  Area  Coin  Club,  c/o  Darrell  Schultz,  P.O.Box  294,  Cherry 
Valley,  IL  61016. 

SHEBOYGAN  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  at  7:00  the  1st  and  3rd  T uesday  of  the  month  at  Maple 
Lanes,  3107  S.  Business  Dr.,  in  Sheboygan.  Contact  Sheboygan 
Coin  Club,  PO  Box  907,  Sheboygan,  Wl  53082. 

SOUTH  SHORE  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  at  7:00  p.m.  on  the  2nd  Tuesday  of  month  at  St.  Roman's 
Parish  Office,  1710  W.  Bolivar  Ave.  Milw.  Cntct:  Steven  Jendusa 
414-364-3772.  www.ssccmke.org. 

WAUKESHA  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  at  7:00  p.m.  on  the  1st  Wednesday  of  month  at  the 
Waukesha  Salvation  Army  at  445  Madison  St.,  Waukesha. 

Contact  Forrest  Schumacher,  2300  Avalon  Drive,  Waukesha,  Wl 
53186.  Ph:  262-542-5990.  www.waukeshaco-inclub.com. 

WISCONSIN  VALLEY  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  at  6:30  on  the  1st  & 3rd  Tuesday  of  each  month  at 
Schofield  Coin  & Hobby,  754  Grand  Ave.,  Schofield,  Wl  54476. 
(June,  July,  Aug.  mtg  3rd  Tue.)  Contact  Thad  Streeter  5002  Tanya 
St.  Schofield,  Wl  54478  Ph.715-574-2777. 
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Milwaukee  Vigilante  Badge  by  Fred  J Borgmann  ft 1 1 75 


By  1921  automobiles  had  become  common  place.  Since  most  of  the  population  still  had  the  horse  and 
buggy  speed  mind  set  what  was  perceived  as  reckless  driving  became  an  epidemic.  The  unsafe  nature 
of  automobile  construction  and  Milwaukee's  wood  block  paved  streets  which  became  as  slippery  as 
Teflon  when  wet  didn't  help  the  situation  either.  As  a result  the  Milwaukee  County  Safe  Drivers  Club 
was  formed  in  1921.  Part  of  the  club  was  a Vigilance  Committee  which  consisted  of  250  club  members 
selected  by  the  Milwaukee  Police  and  Sheriff's  departments.  Each  vigilante  was  issued  a numbered 
badge  and  instructed  on  how  to  report  any  reckless  or  careless  driving  that  they  might  witness. 


Each  badge  is  a shield  shaped  pin  back  with  an  antiqued  silver  finish,  34.2mm  by  40.3mm  in  size  and  is 
marked  "Schwaab  S.S.  Co.  Milwaukee"  on  the  reverse.  The  obverse  has  a cross  within  the  circular 
legend  "SAFE  DRIVER'S  CLUB  MILWAUKEE  COUNTY"  in  the  center.  At  the  bottom  is  the  incuse  badge 
number.  At  the  top  is  the  word  "VIGILANTE".  A laurel  wreath  fills  out  the  sides.  Judging  from  the  lack 
of  publicity  this  "tattle  tales  on  wheels"  program  was  unpopular  with  the  public  and  faded  away  rather 
quickly. 
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Fox  Valley  Coin  Club 

303  E.  College  Avenue.  Appleton,  WI 


60th  Annual  Spring  Coin  Show 
Sunday,  March  29,  2015 
9:00  am  — 4:00  pm 


Darboy  Club 

N9695  Cty.  Rd.  N 
Appleton  (Darboy),  WI 


Drawings  3:00  pm 

U.S.A.  $5  Gold  Piece  1st  Prize 
Silver  Dollars/Proof  Sets 
Other  Valuable  Prizes 


FREE  ADMISSION! 


Greater  Milwaukee 
Coin  & Jewelry 


Brookfield 

262-781-4200 
4040  N.  Calhoun  Rd. 
Mon-Fri  10-5 
Sat  10-2 


Waukesha 

262-896-8955 
615  N.  Barstow 
Wed  Thu  Fri  10-6 
Sat  1 0-3 


We  Pay  Top  Prices! 

We  need  inventory  for  our  customers 

and  for  our  many  National  Coin  Shows.  Buying  and  Selling 
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• Proof  and  Mint  Sets 
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• Certified  Coins 
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Professional  Appraisals 
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Buying  Estates 
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Give  Us  a Call  or  Stop  By 

www.milwaukeecoin.com 


America's  Longest  Running  Ad  Campaign 


By  DreuxJ.  Watermolen  #1755 


Remember...  Only  YOU  can  prevent  wild  fires! 

Chances  are  most  N.O.W.  News  readers  recognize  this  message  about  the 
dangers  that  forest  fires  pose.  Readers  also  likely  know  the  advertising  icon 
that  has  made  this  saying  famous.  In  fact,  surveys  tell  us  that  as  many  as  95% 
of  adults  and  77%  of  children  recognize  Smokey  Bear,  and  three  out  of  four 
adults  even  recall  his  message  without  prompting.  Not  surprisingly,  the 
popularity  of  Smokey  Bear  has  led  to  a multitude  of  promotional  items, 
including  tokens  and  medals,  that  have  helped  spread  his  fire  prevention 
message.  Here,  I briefly  recap  Smokey  Bear's  70-year  history  and  highlight 
some  items  that  may  be  of  interest  to  the  numismatist. 


Metal  Fold-over  badge. 


Introducing  Smokey  Bear 

Between  the  1850s  and  1910  large  catastrophic  fires,  fueled  by  slash  left  from  intensive  logging,  raged 
across  much  of  the  Upper  Midwest.  Major  fires  in  Wisconsin  during  this  period  included  the  Peshtigo 
Fire  (1871),  recognized  as  the  deadliest  fire  in  the  nation's  history  having  taken  between  1,200  and 
1,500  lives  and  having  burned  more  than  1.5  million  acres.  The  Comstock  Fire  (1891)  destroyed  64,000 
acres,  including  the  entire  village  of  Barronnett.  The  Phillips  Fire  (1894)  consumed  over  100,000  acres, 
destroyed  over  400  homes,  and  claimed  13  lives.  Similar  fires  swept  throughout  the  Great  Plains  and 
blazed  in  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  Pacific  Northwest. 

Such  horrendous  events  led  to  fire  prevention  and  suppression  efforts.  As  early  as  1902,  the  U.S. 
General  Land  Office  distributed  a fire  prevention  poster.  Wisconsin  appointed  its  first  town  fire 
wardens  in  1905,  the  same  year  that  Congress  established  the  U.S.  Forest  Service.  Six  years  later,  the 
state  hired  its  first  forest  rangers.  Construction  of  ranger  stations  and  fire  lookout  towers  followed. 
These  early  efforts,  however,  were  largely  understaffed  and  suffered  from  a lack  of  adequate 
equipment.  Demands  for  more  adequate  fire  protection  grew  and  the  Forest  Service  adopted  a policy 
of  "all  fires  out  by  10:00  a.m."  during  the  Dust  Bowl  Era.  Human  causes  of  fires  began  to  receive 
greater  attention  around  this  time.  A poster  distributed  in  1939  featured  an  Uncle  Sam-like  forest 
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ranger  pointing  at  a raging  forest  fire  with  a "Your  Forests-Your 
Fault-Your  Loss"  caption.  It  wasn't  until  World  War  II,  however, 
that  nationwide  fire  prevention  efforts  really  got  underway. 

Early  in  1942,  a Japanese  submarine  surfaced  off  the  coast  of 
California.  Shells  fired  from  the  sub  exploded  near  the  Los  Padres 
National  Forest  raising  concerns  that  bombardments  in  Pacific 
Coast  timber  stands  could  easily  set  off  raging  forest  fires. 
Protection  of  the  forests  suddenly  garnered  national  attention  and 
the  Forest  Service  initiated  the  Cooperative  Forest  Fire  Prevention 
Program. 


In  1944,  Walt  Disney  authorized  the  fledgling  program  to  use  the 
title  character  from  his  recent  motion  picture  "Bambi"  on  a fire 

1939  U.S.  Forest  Service  ad  campaign. 

prevention  poster.  This  poster  demonstrated  that  an  animal  could 

be  used  successfully  as  a fire  prevention  symbol,  but  a single-year  agreement  limited  Bambi's 
appearance.  Working  with  the  Wartime  Advertising  Council,  the  Forest  Service  adopted  a bear  as  the 
program's  mascot.  In  late  1944,  commercial  illustrator  Albert  Staehle  painted  the  program's  first 
poster  depicting  a bear  extinguishing  a campfire  with  a bucket  of  water.  Named  after  "Smokey"  Joe 
Martin,  an  assistant  chief  with  New  York  City's  fire  department,  Smokey  Bear  debuted  in  the  program's 
1945  ad  campaign  with  the  slogan  "Smokey  says  - Care  will  prevent  nine  out  of  ten  forest  fires." 
Jackson  Weaver,  a noted  personality  from  WMAL  radio  in  Washington,  DC,  provided  the  original 
'voice'  of  Smokey.  Smokey's  slogan  was  modified  in  1947  by  the  Ad  Council  to  "Remember...  Only  YOU 
can  prevent  forest  fires." 


Dr.  Edwin  J.  Smith  provided 
veterinary  care  for  the  bear  cub. 
(U.S.  Forest  Service) 


In  the  spring  of  1950,  firefighters  rescued  a black  bear  cub  from  a wildfire 
in  the  Capitan  Mountains  of  New  Mexico.  The  lone  cub  had  taken  refuge  in 
a tree,  and  while  its  climb  had  saved  its  life,  the  bear  was  burned  badly. 

The  cub  received  veterinary  care  and  was  nursed  back  to  health.  Later,  the 
State  Game  Warden  presented  it  to  the  Forest  Service  to  be  used  as  a 
symbol  of  fire  prevention  and  wildlife  conservation.  Amidst  considerable 
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media  attention,  the  cub  was  moved  to  the  National  Zoo  as  a "gift  to  the  school  children  of  America" 
and  became  the  living  symbol  of  Smokey  Bear. 

In  the  early  1950s,  Wass  & Son  of  Philadelphia,  one  of  the  top  costume  companies  in  the  eastern 
United  States,  produced  the  first  Smokey  Bear  costume  for  the  Virginia  Division  of  Forestry.  The  initial 
costume's  popularity  led  to  the  production  of  additional  costumes  and  Smokey  Bear  became  a familiar 
guest  in  small  town  parades  and  at  community  events.  His  first  appearance  in  Wisconsin  is  believed  to 
have  been  at  a Fireman's  Convention  Parade  in  Hurley. 

Songwriters  Steve  Nelson  and  Jack  Rollins  released  "Smokey  the  Bear"  in  1952,  giving  Smokey  a 
'middle  name'  to  maintain  their  song's  rhythm.  The  1955  "Little  Golden  Book"  titled  Smokey  the  Bear 
followed,  and  this  variant  of  his  name  soon  became  widespread. 

Smokey  Bear  easily  "won  the  open  admiration  of  millions  of  youngsters."  The 
Forest  Service  launched  a Junior  Forest  Ranger  program  in  1952  and  encouraged 
children  to  write  him  detailing  their  interest  in  fire  prevention.  In  reply,  writers 
would  receive  a Junior  Forest  Ranger  Kit.  By  1965,  the  large  volume  of  incoming 
mail  pushed  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  to  give  Smokey  his  own  Zip  Code:  20252. 

The  living  Smokey  Bear  died  in  1976.  In  anticipation  of  his  death,  the  U.S.  Congress  discussed  and 
debated  funeral  arrangements  for  the  aging  bear  and  ultimately  passed  a resolution  to  ensure  "proper 
disposition  and  a permanent  memorial."  The  New  Mexico  Legislature  provided  funds  to  "honor  one  of 
its  most  famed  citizens,"  and  Smokey  was  buried  under  a stone  marker  in  a new  state  historical  park 
near  the  small  town  of  Capitan. 

The  use  of  Smokey  Bear  has  evolved  continuously  in  response  to  changes  in  mass 
media  and  increased  competition  for  the  public's  attention.  In  1984,  Smokey 
appeared  on  a first-class  postage  stamp.  In  1987,  the  Forest  Service  launched 
"Smokey  Sports,"  and  "National  Smokey  Bear  Day"  occurred  in  conjunction  with 
all  Major  League  Baseball  games  throughout  the  U.S.  and  Canada.  In  2001, 
Smokey's  message  was  updated  to  "Only  YOU  can  prevent  wildfires ! in  response 
to  fires  in  natural  areas  other  than  forests.  In  2004,  the  Forest  Service  celebrated 
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with  a special  "60  Years  of  Vigilance"  logo.  That  same  year,  the  program  again  enlisted  the  help  of 
Bambi,  featuring  the  character  on  posters  and  in  public  service  announcements. 


Northwest  Territorial  Mint  produced  this  39-mm  bronze 
"challenge  coin"  for  the  U.S.  Forest  Service. 


The  U.S.  Forest  Service 
issued  this  aluminum 
promotional  medal  for 
Smokey’s  40th  birthday 


Geo-caching  tags  have 
become  popular  in  recent 
years. 


Today,  the  Forest  Service,  National  Association  of  State  Foresters,  and  Ad  Council  jointly  administer 
the  Smokey  Bear  brand.  Federal  law  protects  Smokey  Bear's  name  and  image,  with  commercial 
licensing  fees  and  royalties  used  to  promote  forest  fire  prevention.  Flundreds  of  items  have  been 
licensed  under  this  authority. 

While  we  now  understand  that  fire  plays  a role  in  the  health  of  some  ecosystems,  wildfire  prevention 
remains  an  important  concern.  Almost  65,000  wildfires  result  from  human  carelessness  nationwide 
each  year.  Recently,  here  in  Wisconsin,  the  Cottonville  Fire  (2005)  burned  3,410  acres  and  destroyed 
90  buildings.  Containing  the  fire  required  almost  200  firefighters.  The  Germann  Road  Fire  (2013)  in 
Douglas  County,  consumed  7,442  acres  and  destroyed  47  structures,  scorching  a swath  nearly  10  miles 
long  and  1.5  miles  wide  before  being  contained. 
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Paper  money  enthusiasts  might  enjoy  this  privately  issued  fantasy  note  from  2013. 


Conclusion 

Children  still  need  to  hear  and  learn  about  the  affable  bear  in  ranger  hat  and  blue  jeans.  Adults  also 
need  continuous  reminders  about  the  importance  of  wildfire  prevention.  Ongoing  concern  will  likely 
result  in  even  more  collectible  Smokey  Bear  items  giving  numismatists  and  others  the  opportunity  to 
assemble  interesting  and  unique  collections  for  years  to  come. 

References 

“An  obituary  for  Smokey  Bear"  by  Jim  Moore.  Winslow  Mail  (November  11,  1976,  p.  11). 
dnr.wi.gov/topic/ForestFire/WisconsinFires.html 

"Funeral  arrangements  for  Smokey  the  Bear."  New  York  Times  (August  6, 1974,  p.  34). 

Guardian  of  the  Forest:  A History  of  the  Smokey  Bear  Program  by  Ellen  Earnhardt  Morrison.  New  York:  Vantage  Press.  (1976). 
129  pp. 

"New  Mexico  honors  Smokey."  Los  Angeles  Times  (May  12, 1975,  p.  B17). 

Smokey  Bear  Act,  Public  Law  82-359  (1952)  and  amendment  Public  Law  93-318  (1974).  (16  U.S.C.  580;  18  U.S.C.  711). 
smokevbearassociation.com 

"Smokey  Bear  enlists  billikins  for  help."  The  Chicago  Defender  (October  3, 1953,  p.  8). 

Smokey  Bear  Guidelines.  Washington,  DC:  U.S.  Forest  Service  Cooperative  Fire  Prevention  Program,  The  Advertising  Council, 
Inc.,  and  National  Association  of  State  Foresters.  (2011). 

"Smokey  Bear's  40th  birthday:  Make  Smoke/ s birthday  wish  come  true."  The  Hobbs  Flare  (August  16,  1984,  p.  4). 

"Smokey  the  Bear  gets  letters  at  rate  of  about  1,000  a day."  Roswell  Daily  Record  (August  19,  1955,  p.  6). 

www.smokevbear.com 

www.facebook.com/smokevbear 

www.adcouncil.org/Our-Campaigns/The-Classics/Wildfire-Prevention 


14 


f-m  ^ ^vgfff  EocafCy  OwnecC 

JSjlOWleS 

GOLD  & SILVER 

Always  Buying  & Selling 


GOLD  COINS 
U.S.  & Foreign 
SILVER  COINS 
U.S.  & Foreign 
PAPER  MONEY 
U.S.  & Foreign 
PROOF  SETS 
MINT  SETS 

CIVIL  WAR  MEMORABELIA 
WAR  RELICS 

COLLECTIONS  & ESTATES 

Appraisal  Services 


BULLION  GOLD 
U.S.  & Foreign 
BULLION  SILVER 
U.S.  & Foreign 
ALL  OLD  COINS 
U.S.  & Foreign 
ALL  SILVER  DOLLARS 
DENTAL  GOLD 
GOLD  JEWELRY 
PLATINUM  JEWELRY 
TOKENS 


Experienced  • Qualified  • Reliable 

Visit  our  store  under  the  time  & temperature  sign. 
Stop  by  or  call.  Save  this  ad  for  future  reference. 


SILVER 


Store  Hours: 
Tue-Fri  10a-5p 
Sat  1 0a  - 3p 


KjiowCes 

GOLD  & 


W2186  County  Y 

Knowles  (Lomira)  WI  53048  (920)  269-1205  . Cell  (920)  251-9689 


ANA  NEWS 


ANA  School  of  Numismatics  offers  seminar  at  MSNS  Convention 

Grading  class  offered  prior  to  annual  spring  show 

The  American  Numismatic  Association  School  of  Numismatics 
will  offer  an  educational  two-day  course  held  in  conjunction 
with  the  Michigan  State  Numismatic  Society  Spring  Convention. 

Grading  Mint  State  Coins  will  be  held  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 

April  8-9,  at  the  Macomb  Community  College  Expo  Center, 

South  Campus,  14500  East  12  Mile  Road,  Warren,  Michigan. 

The  annual  spring  convention  begins  April  10. 

"MSNS  understands  the  important  role  that  education  plays  in 
the  hobby  and  we  are  excited  to  have  the  opportunity  to 
partner  with  them  on  this  seminar,"  said  Susan  McMillan,  ANA 
Education  Project  Manager. 

Grading  Mint  State  Coins  Underwriter:  Michigan  State  Numismatic  Society 

Using  a comprehensive  digital  presentation,  in-depth  discussion,  market  grading  analysis  and  extensive 
hands-on  coin  viewing,  students  will  develop  their  ability  to  grade  mint  state  United  States  coins. 
Students  will  learn  to  spot  many  often-missed  surface  problems,  alterations  and  enhancements  that 
can  adversely  affect  grade.  Basic  conservation  techniques,  toning,  coin  doctoring  and  Star  and  Plus 
grade  designations  will  also  be  discussed.  A catered  lunch  will  be  provided  each  day  by  the  Michigan 
State  Numismatic  Society.  Instructor:  Brian  Silliman,  professional  numismatist,  Brian  Silliman  Rare 
Coins  and  former  NGC  grader/conserver  and  ANA  authenticator/conserver 

Time:  9 a.m.  to  5 p.m.  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  April  8-9,  2015 

Tuition:  $248  for  ANA  and  MSNS  members;  $208  ANA  Life  Members;  $348  for  non-members.  MSNS 
will  give  a $50  discount  to  the  first  25  MSNS  members  to  register.  Members  must  have  been  current 
in  2014  and  2015  to  be  eligible.  A current  MSNS  member  number  must  be  provided  at  time  of 
registration  Register:  Online  at  money.org/events/SeminarsAtMSNS2015  or  call  719-482-9865. 
Questions:  Call  719-482-9865  or  email  seminars(a)money.org 
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WORLD  COINS 


Austria  wins  Coin  of  the  Year  Award 

The  Austrian  Mint's  2013  Klimt  and  his  Women  50-euro  gold  coin  has  been  named  Coin  of  the  Year  by 
an  international  panel  of  judges  in  a vote  that  concluded  Dec.  6,  2014. 


An  award  trophy  was  presented  Jan.  31,  2015  at  the  World  Money  Fair  in  Berlin,  Germany,  by 
representatives  of  World  Coin  News,  sponsor  of  the  award. 


The  50-euro  Coin  of  the  Year  was  at  the  top  of 
the  Best  Gold  Coin  category.  The  piece,  called, 
"The  Expectation,"  Standard  Catalog  of  World 
Coins  number  KM-3218,  is  part  of  a series  of 
gold  coins  honoring  the  works  of  Gustav  Klimt, 
who  worked  in  turn  of  the  century  Vienna, 
dying  in  1918. 


) 


Coin  of  the  Year  is  an  annual  award  first  given  in  1984.  It  was  created  to  spur  advances  in  numismatic 
artistry,  technology  and  mass  appeal  among  collectors.  All  pieces  considered  were  dated  2013,  or  the 
year's  equivalent  in  other  calendars.  World  Coin  News  is  published  by  Krause  Publications. 


ULTIMATE  FRANC  GOES  TO  AUCTION 

Convex/concave  coins  are  being  issued  in  increasing 
abundance  since  technology  developed  by  the 
Monnaie  de  Paris  has  been  adopted  and  adapted  at 
mints  in  Australia,  Poland  and  the  United  States.  One 
technology  developed  by  the  French  Mint  that  has 
not  been  duplicated  is  the  wavy  technique  used  one 
time  only,  for  a special  release  in  2001.  A gold 
example  of  "un  ultime  franc,"  the  ultimate  or  final 
franc  was  offered  in  Teutoburger  Munzauktion's 
Feb.  26  and  27  auction  in  Borgholzhausen,  Germany. 

The  coin's  profile  or  side  view  was  intentionally  shaped  like  a wave.  According  to  the  Monnaie  de  Paris 
at  the  time  of  its  Sept.  15,  2001,  release,  the  coin's  obverse  and  reverse  sides  "have  a pure  and 
minimalist  design  in  which  everything  'disappears'  in  order  to  be  to  the  edge."  The  coin  was  designed 
by  famed  French  artist  Philippe  Starck. 
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Collecting  US  Silver  Eagles,  Plain  and  Simple  by  Mark  Benvenuto  #2089 


It  seems  that  whenever  numismatists  gather  in  any  appreciable  numbers,  some  of  us  are  pretty 
serious  about  buying  or  selling  silver  in  one  form  or  another.  There  are  classic  silver  series  as  well  as 
several  modern  ones  from  which  to  choose.  The  United  States  silver  Eagles  represent  one  of  the  more 
modern,  ongoing  means  by  which  a person  can  own  silver  in  convenient,  one  ounce  chunks.  There  are 
plenty  of  other  silver  bullion  coins,  such  as  the  Maple  Leaves,  the  Britannias,  the  Pandas,  or  even  the 
Kookaburas  to  name  just  a few.  But  the  Eagles  are  ours,  and  they  can  be  fun  to  collect  in  several 
different  ways.  Here's  a quick  primer  that  can  perhaps  give  us  a view  of  the  different  options. 

Main-lining  it:  one  silver  Eagle  per  year 


The  United  States  silver  1-ounce  Eagle  bullion  coins  first  came  out  of  the  Mint 
in  1986.  The  US  was  not  the  first  country  in  the  arena,  as  it  were,  when  it 
came  to  bullion  coins  as  a way  to  market  precious  metals  such  as  silver  and 
gold.  But  when  our  nation  did  join  the  fray,  we  did  so  with  a vengeance. 

Over  5.3  million  were  produced  that  first  year,  and  in  1987  the  number  more 
than  doubled.  Even  as  mintages  decreased  with  the  passing  of  years,  there 
remained  enough  silver  Eagles  that  a collector  who  is  patient  can  collect  a 
date  run  of  them.  As  far  as  prices  go,  these  coins  usually  have  price  tags  that 
float  along  with  the  price  of  silver  metal  on  the  commodities  market.  You'll  pay  a bit  more  for  them  at 
any  show,  since  dealers  have  to  charge  a bit  more  so  they  too  can  eat  at  the  end  of  the  day,  but  usually 
not  more  than  about  10%. 


Going  for  the  creme  de  la  creme:  collecting  proof  Eagles 


Perhaps  obviously,  when  a new  coin  comes  out  of  the 
Mint,  collectors  will  be  interested.  Maybe  we  won't  all 
jump  to  collect  it,  but  there  will  be  plenty  going  on  in 
terms  of  learning  about  the  new  coin  and  what  its 
future  might  hold.  Also,  collectors  look  to  see  if  there 
are  any  proofs.  When  it  came  to  the  silver  Eagle,  the 
US  Mint  didn't  disappoint.  That  first  year  saw  just  over 
1.4  million  proofs  minted.  And  while  the  number  did 
drop  in  later  years,  it's  not  as  if  any  of  these  extremely  shiny  Eagles  qualifies  as  rare  - except  one. 


Many  collectors  know  that  in  1995,  the  Mint  made  a rarity.  It  produced  a 'W'  marked  silver  Eagle, 
from  the  Mint  at  West  Point,  and  only  included  it  as  part  of  the  gold  Eagles  proof  set.  Since  only 
30,125  of  those  sets  were  sold,  viola,  instant  rarity! 
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Since  most  of  us  will  not  want  to  pay  several  thousand  dollars  for  a 1995-W  proof,  we'll  have  to  go  at  a 
collection  of  proofs  knowing  that  there  will  be  this  one  hole  in  the  set.  When  it  comes  to  all  the  other 
proofs,  the  prices  are  of  course  higher  than  the  regular  issues,  but  usually  $50  or  so  will  do  it  for  each 
coin.  Prices  do  rise  if  you  want  a PF-70  specimen,  which  the  cautious  collector  will  buy  in  a certified 
holder.  But  for  most  of  us  frugal  types,  sticking  to  something  like  $50  per  proof  will  still  build  us  a 
gorgeous  collection. 


Doing  it  backwards:  collecting  the  reverse  proofs 


If  collectors  cried  "foul"  when  the  1995-W  silver  Eagle  came  out  exclusively 
in  the  proof  sets,  the  cry  was  heard  again  by  several  folks  in  2006  when  the 
Mint  released  both  burnished  uncirculated  Eagles  as  well  as  reverse  proof 
silver  Eagles.  The  reverse  proof  means  that  the  fields  are  frosted  and  the 
designs  are  mirrored  - the  reverse  of  how  the  US  Mint  usually  produces 
proof  coins.  Some  saw  this  as  simply  a way  to  make  more  money  off 
collectors,  a gimmick  as  it  were.  Others  saw  it  as  a beautiful  change-up,  and 
ultimately  the  start  point  for  a beautiful  series  of  big,  silver  coins. 


The  Mint  didn't  end  up  producing  reverse  proofs  every  year  from  2006  to  the  present.  But  it  has  now 
done  so  for  enough  years  that  a person  could  assemble  a collection  of  them.  Prices  are  not  always 
easy  to  swallow,  with  some  of  the  earlier  ones  costing  about  $300  (at  least  as  this  is  being  written). 
But  it's  certainly  not  impossible  to  make  a collection  of  them. 


As  a form  of  investing 


Okay,  it's  time  to  admit  it:  almost  everyone  who  collects  coins  likes  to  think  their  collection  will  rise  in  value  over 
time.  Sure,  folks  who  collect  old  model  trains,  Nazi  memorabilia,  or  classic  tea  cozies  want  to  think  the  same 
thing.  But  in  the  name  of  St.  Elegius,  the  patron  saint  of  coin  collectors  (really,  look  it  up  if  you  don't  believe  it), 
since  we  collect  money,  we  expect  it  to  rise  in  value  with  time.  Why  not  collect  silver  Eagles  in  this  way?  Well, 
the  answer  might  be  that  there  really  is  no  guarantee  that  silver  will  rise  in  value  over  the  course  of  time.  We 
hope  it  will,  but  there  is  no  ironclad  guarantee.  Ultimately  then,  silver  Eagles  are  probably  not  a better  way  to 
invest  than  a multitude  of  other  options.  But  a date  run  of  the  regular  issues,  the  ones  we  mentioned  first,  will 
always  have  a worth  tied  to  silver  metal. 

Other  options? 

The  four  ideas  we  have  presented  don't  have  to  be  the  only  way  a person  goes  about  assembling  a collection  of 
US  silver  Eagles.  One  could  easily  couple  the  Eagles  already  in  a collection  with  Canadian  Maple  Leaves  of  the 
same  years.  Or,  a person  might  want  to  venture  up  into  gold  Eagles,  even  if  only  to  the  l/10th  ounce  pieces.  But 
no  matter  how  a person  chooses  to  collect,  the  silver  Eagles  have  indeed  become  more  than  just  a way  to  move 
silver  on  the  metals  market.  They  have  almost  30  years  under  their  collective  belts.  They  are  now  collectibles. 
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WHAT'S  NEW  AT  THE  U.  S.  MINT 


United  States  Mint  Announces  New  Lesson  Plans  based  on  the  America  the 
Beautiful  Quarters®  Program  and  Native  American  $1  Coin  designs 


The  lessons  are  free  for  educators  looking  to  use  coins  in  their  classrooms,  homes,  or  youth 
organizations  and  may  be  downloaded  at  www.usmint.gov/kids/teachers/lessonPlans. 

In  2010,  the  United  States  Mint  began  to  issue  56  quarter-dollar  coins 
featuring  designs  depicting  national  parks  and  other  national  sites  as 
part  of  the  United  States  Mint  America  the  Beautiful  Quarters  Program. 
2015  marks  the  sixth  year  of  the  program  and  features  designs  from 
Homestead  National  Monument  of  America  (Nebraska),  Kisatchie 
National  Forest  (Louisiana),  Blue  Ridge  Parkway  (North  Carolina), 
Bombay  Hook  National  Wildlife  Refuge  (Delaware),  and  Saratoga 
National  Historical  Park  (New  York).  There  are  10  lessons  available  that 
target  kindergarten  through  12th  grades  and  cover  a range  of  subjects, 
including  social  studies,  language  arts,  science,  technology,  math,  and 
visual  art. 


Beginning  in  2009,  the  United  States  Mint  began  minting  and  issuing 
$1  coins  featuring  reverse  designs  celebrating  the  important 
contributions  made  by  Indian  tribes  and  individual  Native  Americans 
to  the  history  and  development  of  the  United  States.  The  theme  for 
the  2014  Native  American  $1  Coin  reverse  is  "Native  Hospitality 
Ensured  the  Success  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition."  Released  in 
January,  four  lessons  target  kindergarten  through  8th  grades  and 
introduce  students  to  this  important  piece  of  American  history  while 
using  the  coin  for  instruction. 


"These  lessons  enable  educators  to  connect  students  to  the  rich  history  and  culture  of  our  nation  using 
our  very  own  coins  as  the  entry  point,"  said  Kim  Jenkins,  education  coordinator  at  the  United  States 
Mint.  "U.S.  coins  are  special  artifacts  that  carry  within  them  many  opportunities  to  learn  about  who  we 
are,  where  we've  come  from,  and  where  we  are  going.  We  hope  these  lessons  inspire  students  and 
educators  alike  to  know  more  about  the  subjects  of  our  nation's  coinage." 
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BUREAU  OF  ENGRAVING  AND  PRINTING 

Do  you  know  what  to  do  to  replace  badly  damaged  currency? 

The  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  redeems  partially  destroyed  or  badly  damaged  currency  as  a free 
public  service. 

Every  year  the  U.S.  Treasury  handles  approximately  30,000  claims  and  redeems  mutilated  currency 
valued  at  over  $30  million. 

The  Office  of  Financial  Management,  located  in  the  BEP,  uses  experts  to  examine  mutilated  currency 
and  will  approve  the  issuance  of  a Treasury  check  for  the  value  of  the  currency  determined  to  be 
redeemable. 

What  is  Mutilated  Currency? 

Notes  which  are:  NOT  CLEARLY  more  than  one-half  of  the  original  note  and/or,  in  such  condition  that 
the  value  is  questionable  and  special  examination  is  required  to  determine  its  value. 

Currency  can  become  mutilated  in  any  number  of  ways.  The  most  common  causes  are:  fire,  water, 
chemicals,  explosives;  animal,  insect  or  rodent  damage;  and  petrification  or  deterioration  by  burying. 
Under  regulations  issued  by  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,  mutilated  United  States  currency  may  be 
exchanged  at  face  value  if: 

More  than  50%  of  a note  identifiable  as  United  States  currency  is  present;  or,  50%  or  less  of  a note 
identifiable  as  United  States  currency  is  present,  and  the  method  of  mutilation  and  supporting 
evidence  demonstrates  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Treasury  that  the  missing  portions  have  been  totally 
destroyed. 


Examples  of  Mutilated  Currency 


Buried  Currency 


Water  Damaged  Currency 


Burned  Currency 


What  is  Not  Mutilated  Currency?  Any  badly  soiled,  dirty,  defaced,  disintegrated,  limp,  torn,  worn, 
out  currency  note  that  is  CLEARLY  MORE  than  one-half  of  the  original  note,  and  does  not  require 
special  examination  to  determine  its  value.  These  notes  may  be  exchanged  through  your  local  bank. 
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Jim’s  Coins  & Stamps 


Located  in  the  Lower  Level  of  Hilldale  Shopping  Center 
702  N.  Midvale  Blvd.  B-2,  Madison,  WI  53705 

Store:  608-233-2118  FAX:  608-233-0175 
Email:  jimscoins@sbcglobal.net 

Member:  ICTA,  ANA,  CONECA,  FUN,  CCE,  NOW 

Buy  From  Us 

Whether  it  be  coins,  stamps,  or  precious  metals,  we  have  an  extensive  selection  to  fulfill  your 
collecting,  investing  and  gift-giving  ideas.  We  carry  something  for  everyone's  interest  and  budget, 
ranging  from  state  quarters  to  silver  dollars  to  rare  date  U.S.  coins. 

We  also  carry  a full  line  of  coin  and  stamp  collecting  supplies. 


Store  Hours: 

Monday-Friday  9:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 

Saturday:  9:00  a.m.  - 3:00  p.m.  Sunday  by  appointment  only 


Buy  • Sell  • Appraisals  • Coins  • Stamps  • Mint  Errors  • Coin  Books  & Supplies 


The  Wisconsin  Historical  Society  Wisconsin  Token  Collection 

by  Roger  Lalich  H2096 

The  Wisconsin  Historical  Society  in  Madison,  Wisconsin  is  an  excellent  resource  for  historical  research. 
They  have  collections  of  newspapers,  vital  records,  photographs,  maps,  genealogy  data,  biographical 
articles,  etc.  Of  particular  interest  to  Wisconsin  token  collectors  is  the  Society's  extensive  city  directory 
collection.  Equally  important  is  the  Wisconsin  State  Gazetteer  and  Business  Directory.  This  directory 
was  published  in  1852,  1865  and,  starting  in  1876,  every  two  to  three  years  until  1927.  The  few  issues 
of  the  Gazetteer  the  Society  does  not  have  can  be  found  at  the  Milwaukee  and  Green  Bay  libraries. 

The  Gazetteer  is  valuable  because  it  lists  businesses  not  only  in  the  larger  cities  but  also  in  small 
villages  and  unincorporated  municipalities  that  do  not  have  city  directories.  The  Society's  library  also 
has  an  excellent  selection  of  token  books. 


The  Historical  Society  also  maintains  a wide  range  of  artifacts.  Wisconsin  tokens  are  part  of  this 
collection.  A search  of  their  database  using  the  words  "Wisconsin"  or  "Milwaukee"  and  "token"  yields 
almost  600  token  listings.  The  following  is  a summary  of  what  is  included  in  their  collection. 


The  Beautiful  Wisconsin  Historical  Society  Building 


Transportation  tokens:  There  are  over  140  tokens  for  bus,  rail  (mainly  streetcar/trolley)  and  boat 
transportation.  Severa1  toll  road/bridge  tokens  are  included.  The  tokens  are  of 
various  metals,  plastic  and  wood.  Thirty-one  municipalities  are  represented.  Of 
particular  interest  is  an  1866  25-cent  toll  token  for  the  lower  falls  bridge  in 
Black  River  Falls.  There  are  four  Wood  Co.  Bridge  Co.  (Wisconsin  Rapids)  tokens, 
circa  1870.  Denominations  include  2 Zz,  15  and  25  cents.  Most,  if  not  all,  Wood 
County  Bridge  Company  tokens  were  struck  over  Civil  War  tokens  but  the 
Historical  Society  tokens  show  evidence  of  being  over-struck. 
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Pre-Civil  War  tokens:  Wisconsin  tokens  prior  to  1860  are  five  A.  B.  Van  Cott  (Racine)  tokens,  circa 
1850,  and  five  1850  Hopkins  Western  Publishing  (Milwaukee)  tokens. 

Wooden  Nickels:  There  are  seven  wood  tokens  from  five  municipalities. 

Lumber  Company  tokens:  Two  lumber  companies  are  represented.  Ten  Connor  Lumber  (Laona) 
tokens  are  included,  circa  1904.  Denominations  of  5, 10,  25  and  50  cents  and  $1  are  brass  and  the  $5 
token  is  aluminum.  Charles  R.  Smith  Mill  (Neenah)  has  two  tokens,  holed  as  struck,  circa  1890. 

Civil  War  tokens:  The  largest  token  set  is  comprised  of  Wisconsin  Civil  War  store  card  tokens,  with 
295  pieces.  Some  are  duplicates  but  there  is  a very  good  representation  of  towns  and  varieties.  There 
are  22  tokens  with  rarity  7 (11  to  20  known  to  exist).  13  tokens  are  rarity  8 (5  to 
10  known).  These  R8  tokens  are  from  Fond  du  Lac,  Mayfield,  Milwaukee,  North 
Prairie,  Oshkosh,  Racine,  Sheboygan,  Watertown  and  Whitewater.  Three  rarity  9 
(2  to  4 known)  tokens  are  in  the  collection.  These  R9  tokens  are  from  Joseph 
Fischbein  of  Milwaukee  (WI-510-K-3al),  Severn  & Jones  of  Milwaukee  (WI-510- 
AJ-2a)  and  the  Madison  Brewery  of  John  Rodermund  (Fuld  WI-410-G-3a). 

Good  For  tokens:  Only  17  "good  for"  tokens  are  represented  from  10 
locations.  They  are  for  rides,  soda,  popcorn,  towel  checks,  beer,  parking  and 
games.  The  Palmolive  Company  (Milwaukee)  has  four  tokens,  circa  1916  to 
1926,  redeemable  for  soap. 

Political  tokens:  The  only  Wisconsin  political  token  is  for  the  1900 
Republican  State  Convention  (William  McKinley/Theodore  Roosevelt). 

Denominational  tokens:  Sixty  denominational  tokens  are  present,  with  most  of  these  representing 
taverns.  Denominations  range  from  2'A  cents  to  $5.  The  $5  token  is  from  Bloch  Furniture  and  Carpet 
Company  (Racine).  Sixteen  tavern  tokens  do  not  list  any  amount.  Twenty-eight  municipalities  are 
included  in  these  tokens. 

Dairy  tokens:  Only  two  dairy  tokens  are  present  from  Madison  and  Middleton  dairies. 

Advertising  tokens:  Eighteen  advertising  tokens  are  included  from  ten  companies. 

Fraternal  tokens:  Six  Masonic  tokens  from  Madison,  Oconto  and  Portage  and  one  Milwaukee  Elks 
token  from  1901  are  present. 

There  are  probably  more  Wisconsin  tokens  in  the  collection  that  would  be  evident  if  different  searches 
of  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Society  collection  database  were  conducted.  Perhaps  searches  of  lumber 
or  "dairy,"  along  with  "token,"  would  yield  additional  results.  Incidentally,  using  only  token  as  a 
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search  word  gives  1,256  entries.  Included  in  this  less  restrictive  search  is  a set  of  Hudson  Bay  Company 
tokens. 

The  database  can  only  be  searched  by  the  staff  of  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Society. 

This  is  because  of  the  incomplete  state  of  the  catalog  records  and  because  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  records  is  required.  There  are  150  years  of  records 
that  still  need  to  be  converted  to  an  electronic  format,  which  is  expected  to  take 
many  years.  Many  records  are  worksheets  not  yet  cataloged  digitally. 

The  tokens  are  difficult  to  personally  examine  because  they  are  currently  boxed  in 
preparation  for  a move  to  new  storage.  Pictures,  however,  are  available  with  the  database  searches. 

If  a copy  of  the  Wisconsin  token  search  results  is  desired,  please  email  me  at  rogerlalich@yahoo.com 
and  I will  email  the  results  to  you.  To  get  further  information  on  a specific  numismatic  item  or 
database  search,  contact  David  Driscoll,  Curator  of  Economic  History,  at 
david.driscoll@wisconsinhistory.org. 

Milwaukee  Public  Museum 

The  Milwaukee  Public  Museum  has  over  30,000  numismatic  items  with  70  percent  being  European  and 
ancient  items.  There  are  about  50  Wisconsin  tokens  in  the  collection.  Most  are  Civil  War  tokens  with 
around  a dozen  transportation  tokens  and  a few 
tax/prosperity  and  "good  for"  tokens.  No  computer 
database  is  available  and  the  handwritten  ledgers  are 
vague  and  may  list  a token  as  "penny-like  coin,  copper, 

Wisconsin,  1860s."  One  of  the  highlights,  however,  is  the 
only  known  uncirculated  John  Smart  North  Prairie, 

Wisconsin  Civil  War  token  WI550C-la  (R8). 


Shown  here  is  an  example  of  a circulated 
John  Smart  token  - the  example  in  the 
Milwaukee  Public  Museum  is  uncirculated. 


PHOTO  CREDITS:  The  Sturgeon  Bay,  Palmolive,  and  S.W.RY  token  images  were  taken  by  the  author  and  are  courtesy  of  The 
Wisconsin  Historical  Society. 

Thank  you  Roger  for  reminding  us  of  this  fantastic  resource!  - Editor 


Do  you  have  an  article  for  NOW  NEWS??  Won't  you  please  consider  sending  it  in?  Any  size  will  do! 
Any  numismatic  subject  will  do!  It  does  not  have  to  be  related  to  Wisconsin!  Please  share  your 
interests  with  the  rest  of  the  NOW  membership.  You'll  be  glad  you  did! 
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BOOKS! 

The  Authoritative  Reference  on  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Kevin  Flynn 


Another  in  a long  line  of  reference  guides  written  by  Kevin  Flynn,  "this  text  covers  die  varieties,  history, 
hub  changes,  archive  letters,  historical  documents,  and  hot  topics  in  the  field  of  Seated  Liberty  Half 
Dimes.  The  author  identifies  nine  1838  'doubled  stars'  varieties,  and  provides  photographs  and 
diagnostics". 

"The  History  of  the  series  and  the  individuals  involved  in  its  creation  is  presented,  in  addition  to 
discussions  about  mintages  and  working  dies.  Readers  will  find  an  analysis  of  the  design  changes 
within  the  series,  as  well  as  detailed  photographs".  -Kendra  Johnson  -ana 

The  book  is  soft  cover,  8 %"  x 11"  and  has  272  pages.  It  is 
available  directly  from  the  author  or  from  numismatic  book 
dealers. 

Price:  $49.95 

To  order,  contact  Flynn  at: 

P.O.  Box  396,  Lumberton,  NJ  08048 
Email:  keviniflynn88(S>vahoo.com 

Go  to  kevinjflynn.com  for  additional  information  about  Flynn's 
many  other  volumes,  including: 

The  Authoritative  Reference  series;  Mercury  Dimes,  Liberty  Seated  Dollars,  Liberty  Seated  20c, 
Lincoln  Cents,  Two  Cent  Pieces,  Three  Cent  Silver,  Three  Cent  Nickel,  Buffalo  Nickels,  Roosevelt  Dimes, 
Franklin  Halves,  The  Entire  Barber  Series,  Eisenhower  Dollars,  1892-1954  Commemoratives. 

Specialty  Books:  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cent  Die  Varieties,  Lincoln  Cent  Die  Varieties,  Washington 
Quarter  Double  Die  Varieties. 

The  Treasure  Hunting  Series : Liberty  Nickels,  Mercury  Dimes,  Walking  Liberty  Halves,  Kennedy 
Halves. 


26 


AMERICA'S  GREATEST  (LEFT  HANDED)  HOBO  NICKEL  CARVER 


This  article  was  submitted  by  Tom  Casper  and  comes  to  us  from  the  hobocarvers.com  forum,  dated 
January  6,  2015  and  features  Racine,  Wisconsin  resident  Joe  Paonessa.  Fantastic  stuff!  -Editor 

1.  What  is  your  name? 

J.P.  - Joe  Paonessa 

2.  Where  do  you  live? 

J.P.  - Racine,  Wisconsin 

3.  As  a carver,  do  you  go  by  a nickname  or  moniker? 

J.P.  - America's  greatest  (left  handed)  hobo  nickel  carver. 

4.  How  long  have  you  been  engraving/carving  hobo  coins? 

J.P.  - Since  mid-2001. 


toe  is  on  instructor  at  the  ANA  Summer  Seminar 


5.  Do  you  carve  for  a living  or  just  a hobby,  or  have  experience  in  other  art  forms  such  as  music, 
painting,  sculpting,  etc?  Do  you  have  a formal  education,  special  training,  or  even  a degree  in  some 
form  of  the  arts? 

J.P.  I carve  as  a hobby,  the  last  art  class  I took  was  in  the  8th  grade  and  I'm  pretty  sure  the  only  reason 
I got  a B was  because  the  teacher  was  a friend  of  the  family. 


6.  How  did  you  discover  the  art  of  hobo  coin  carving?  What  was  you  first  experience  with  a hobo 
nickel  or  coin  carving? 

J.P.  - 1 had  heard  about  hobo  nickels  when  I was  a young  collector  in  the  70's  but  never  thought  much 
about  them.  When  Ron  Landis  and  the  Gallery  mint  began  making  hobo  tokens  in  the  90's  I began 
paying  more  attention.  In  2001,  following  information  on  Sam  Alfano's  and  Art  Huchenson's  sites,  I 
made  two  gravers  out  of  drill  bits  and  corks  and  carved  my  first  coin.  With  encouragement  from  Verne 
Walrafen  and  several  visits  with  Steve  Adams,  my  skills  improved  and  I started  to  sell  my  coins. 

7.  Tell  us  about  your  carving  methods  and  the  tools  that  you  use.  Do  you  favor  hand  push  or  hammer 
and  chisel,  air  powered  or  rotary  tools?  What  type  of  magnification,  if  any  do  you  use? 

J.P.  - When  I need  to  use  a graver,  I have  a GRS  quick  change  hand  piece  with  various  bits  but  my 
primary  method  is  hammer  and  chisel.  For  tool  consistency,  I made  a chisel  that  uses  the  same  bits 
I that  fit  into  the  GRS  handle  and  I made  my  own  engraving  ball  vise  that  is  set  up  to  hold  a nickel  or  a 
dollar.  I do  very  poorly  with  rotary  tools  so  I don't  use  them  much.  As  to  air  tools,  I have  a GRS 
GraverMate  that  I use  for  pattern  making  for  my  pantograph,  but  I don't  use  it  for  nickels.  I have  also 
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built  a digitally  controlled  machine  that  works  with  a GRS  pneumatic  hand  piece  that  I am  currently 
testing  to  see  if  I can  carve  with  it. 

8.  Can  you  share  a picture  of  your  first  coin,  or  at  least  tell  us  of  the  subject  matter? 

J.P.  - It  is  based  on  a profile  of  a WWI  Doughboy  made  with  2 home  made  gravers,  an  x-acto  knife  and 
a broken  Dremel  polishing  bit. 

9.  Up  to  and  including  this  time,  how  many  coins  have  you  carved? 

J.P.  I stopped  counting  around  150,  but  I would  guess  under  200. 

10.  Of  all  the  coins  you  have  carved,  which  one  is  your  favorite? 

J.P.  - That  is  a tough  question.  I made  one  for  Verne  that  was  a female  bust  with  a winged  helmet, 
very  Art  Deco  in  style  that  is  probably  my  favorite.  It  was  on  the  banner  of  Bo  Tales  a couple  of  times. 

11.  Approximately  how  much  time  do  spend  cutting  a coin  from 
concept  to  completion? 

J.P.  - Usually  3 to  10  hours. 

12.  Do  you  have  a favorite  host  coin  that  you  like  to  carve?  Any 
favorite  dates  for  any  reason?  Are  there  any  host  coins  that  you  don't 
like  to  use,  or  find  harder  to  cut,  for  one  reason  or  another? 

J.P.  - Buffalo  nickels  mostly,  sometimes  an  Ike  or  Morgan  dollar,  rarely 
anything  else  simply  because  these  are  what  most  buyers  want.  I did  carve  a Leprechaun  onto  an  Irish 
50  pence  once  but  not  any  other  foreign  coins.  I really  haven't  carved  any  coins  that  I thought  were 
hard  to  cut  since  no  coin  is  harder  than  a tool  steel  chisel  backed  by  a hammer! 

13.  When  you  are  not  carving,  what  are  some  of  your  favorite  activities  or  interests? 

J.P.  - 1 also  cut  dies  for  coins  and  tokens.  The  last  couple  of  OHNS  elongated 
coins  were  made  with  dies  I worked  on.  I also  cut  dies  for  the  ANA  summer 
seminar  banquet  tokens,  The  Game  of  Thrones  coins  struck  by  the 
Shirepost  mint,  and  a couple  of  other  places.  I also  like  to  research 
"forgotten"  numismatic  methods,  like  ancient  and  medieval  hammered 
coining,  early  industrial  age  coining,  and  metal  treatment  as  it  applies  to 
coin  manufacturer.  I guess  you  could  say  that  I am  an  all-around  coin  geek. 
Outside  of  numismatics,  I am  active  in  my  Church,  my  sons'  Boy  Scout 
troop  (one  Eagle  down,  one  on  the  way!),  I am  past  president  of  the  local  chapter  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution,  Current  president  of  the  Racine  Numismatic  Society,  and  I have  an  interest  in 
historic  firearms. 


28 


29 


Joe's  homemade  ball  vise 


Gary's 

Coins  & Stamps 

Buy  - Sell  - Trade  - Appraisals 

(Single  items  or  complete  collections) 

Gary  Rosencrans 
715-421-0822 

Coin  & Stamp  Supplies 
P.0.  Box  31  • 210  West  Grand  Ave. 
Wisconsin  Rapids,  Wl  54495-0031 


Distributor  for  Whitman  Coin  Products 
Wholesale  / Retail  / Mail  Order 

Chief  Coin  & Supply  Co. 

Buy /Sell /Trade 
U.S.,  Canadian  & World  Coins 
Tokens  / New  & Used  Coin  Supplies 

Randy  Miller 

Phone:  920-231-6161  • Fax:  920-231-6122 
P.O.  Box  254  • Oshkosh,  Wl  54903-0254 
chiefcoinandsupply.com 


X&P**  FOX  Wll£V  COIN 

DIAMONDS,  cu. 


— — 

103  E.  Kimberly  Avenue 
Kimberly,  Wl  54136-1402 

Coin:  920-731-5451  - Jewelry:  920-731-6261 
Fax:  920-788-3792 

Fritz  Voecks 


BUYING  OLD  COIN  BOARDS 

WHITMAN 
COLONIAL 
OBERWISE 
KENT 

Lincoln  printing 
Earl  & Koehler 
Gramercy  Stamp 


••••••• 


www.FoxVCoin.com 


Fritz@FoxVCoin.com 


Donald  Kocken 

MEMBER  ANA,  NOW 

920-3  37-6509  ♦ CELL  920-61  5-0856 


| 13643 

TnK  A'  1 • 

^ J I 1 iTjj* 

£ 6638 

'^*UjLL  £ VtSl  C]  < 


Buying  Wisconsin  Nationals 

(Trades  also  considered) 

Also  buying  tokens  from  SW  Wisconsin 

Please  contact  me  ANYTIME 

Bob  McNeill 

NOW  1 01 L 

608-935-5021  • Cell:  608-553-5021 
P.O.  Box  301  • Dodgeville,  Wl  53533 
Ragpicker@frontier.com 
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WISCONSIN  MILITARY 
and  CIVIL  MEDALS 

by  I- red  J Uorgmnnn 

borgmannfidphotmall.com  PO  Box  135  lola,  Wl  54945 


Full  Collor 
175  Pages 
307  Listings 
8x11"  Size 
Sami-Glossy  Papar 
Coll  Bound 


$40.00  Post  Paid 
Includas  Fraa  Copy 
of  my  first  book  ! 


vV' 


For  Advertising  Rates,  contact  the  editor:  jkreichenberger@hotmail.com 


HUMOROUS-NUMIS  by  Jeff  Reichenberger  tf!933 


THE  DARK  SIDE 

Coin  cleaning  or  coin  conserving,  coin  doctors  or  coin 
conservationists,  there  is  always  a lot  of  talk  about  coin 
tampering.  What  is  it,  who  does  it,  why  do  they  do  it?  Is  it 
anyone  who  has  ever  tried  to  make  a coin  look  better,  or 
just  those  who  seek  to  deceive  us  out  of  our  hard  earned 
money?  I think  the  debate  will  continue  forever. 

As  a collector,  especially  the  unseasoned  collector,  it  is 
sometimes  difficult  to  leave  well  enough  alone.  You  have  a nice  coin  in  your  collection,  but  perhaps 
there  is  a flaw  somewhere  on  it  that  grates  on  your  nerves.  What  do  you  do?  Leave  it  alone?  What 
about  that  little  spot  of  crust  on  your  1832  Bust  Quarter,  are  you  compelled  to  pick  it  off?  Beware 
what  lies  beneath  the  crust,  it  may  look  worse  than  the  crust  itself.  Coins  are  like  garden  carrots  and 
love  letters;  they're  better  with  a little  bit  of  dirt  on  them. 

Once  upon  a time,  a young  man  bought  a Carson  City  Morgan  dollar  (it  wasn't  me)  that  had  been 
cleaned  shiny.  It  needed  to  look  'older',  so  the  guy  decided  to  'fix'  it.  He  dipped  it,  rubbed  it,  fried  it, 
froze  it,  oiled  it,  and  torched  it.  Each  successive  procedure  made  it  worse,  like  a guy  who  tries  to  cut 
his  own  hair  in  the  mirror,  a little  off  this  side,  oops;  a little  off  that  side,  oops;  until  he's  bald.  The  coin 
eventually  developed  a strange  glow.  It  looked  like  a peace  token  an  alien  might  offer  an  earthling  just 
before  he  eats  him.  I finally  had  to  bury  it  (Ok,  it  was  me)  in  a potted  plant  where  it  remains  in  its 
earthen  grave.  I water  it  weekly  in  hopes  of  growing  a Carson  City  coin  tree. 

It's  a tough  lesson  to  learn,  but  the  very 
moment  you  begin  cleaning  a coin  you  are  on  a 
downward  road.  You  have  turned  to  the  Dark 
Side.  Remember  Yoda's  immortal  words;  "You 
must  complete  your  training.  The  Dark  Side  of 
the  force  is  very  powerful.  If  you  expose  your 
weakness  before  you  finish  the  training  you  will 
be  vulnerable.  You  must  avoid  the  Dark  Side  at 
all  costs!" 

So  now  you  want  to  undo  your  tampering?  Well,  just  give  the  coin  about  a hundred  years  of 
unmolested  rest.  Can't  wait  that  long?  Ok,  listen  up  - you  didn't  hear  this  from  me  -If  you  don't  want 
to  bury  the  coin  or  wait  until  you're  130  years  old,  you  will  have  to  sacrifice  the  coins  current  grade. 
(Hey,  don't  blame  me;  you're  the  one  who  turned  to  the  Dark  Side!)  It  will  take  some  perseverance  on 
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your  part,  but  here's  what  you  do;  you  must  put  the  mutant  coin  in  your  pocket  with  other  coins  in 
order  to  wear  off  the  damage  you've  done.  I've  discovered  (I  mean,  I've  heard)  that  you  must  allow  the 
coin  to  wear  down  at  least  2 or  3 grades.  In  addition,  it  behooves  you  to  consider  what  coinage  is  in 
contact  with  your  glowing  mutant.  It  is  best  to  have  it  rattle  around  with  coins  of  its  own  time,  don't 
introduce  it  to  the  strange  metals  of  today.  For  instance,  I had  a Bust  quarter  in  my  pocket  (Ok,  ok,  it 
was  me)  that  I let  jingle  with  some  modern  coins.  It  was  like  mixing  dinosaurs  and  humans  - it  just 
doesn't  work.  The  clad  metals  of  today  made  the  coin  wear  ugly.  If  you  want  a Bust  coin  to  wear 
pretty,  you've  got  to  let  it  mingle  with  its  own  kind.  You  must  let  some  cull  large  cents,  bust  dimes  and 
half  dollars  join  the  pocket  party.  If  you're  going  to  lose  two  grades  in  the  process  it's  better  to  lose 
them  pretty  than  lose  them  ugly!  This  is  going  to  take  some  commitment.  You  can't  do  it  willy-nilly; 
you've  got  to  keep  those  coins  flopping  around  in  your  pocket  for  a minimum  of  2 years.  This  length  of 
time  is  appropriate;  it  will  make  the  coin  acceptable,  and  it  will  remind  you  every  day,  for  two  long 
years,  to  continue  your  training,  remember  what  you  have  learned,  and  always  avoid  the  Dark  Side! 


Central  States 
Numismatic  Society 

76th  Anniversary 
Convention 


Renaissance  Schaumburg  Hotel  and  Convention  Center 

1551  North  Thoreau  Drive  - Schaumburg,  IL  60173 


April  20-25,  2015 


Regular  Public  Bourse  Hours: 

Thursday,  April  23 

10  AM  -6PM 

Friday,  April  24 

10AM  -6PM 

Saturday,  April  25 

10AM  - 5PM 

For  Complete  Convention 
Information  go  to: 

www.centralstates.info 
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1921  - A Collector's  Paradise 

By  Jim  Bisognani  for  NGC  (excerpt  from  Coin  Week  2/24/15) 

1921  is  a great  year  for  collectors  of  all  expertise  levels  and  pocketbooks  to  revel  in.  Let's  open  the  discussion 
with  the  venerable  Morgan  dollar,  last  minted  in  1904,  had  a retooling  and  modest  makeover  by  the  designer 
George  T.  Morgan  himself  before  making  her  final  reprise  in  the  beginning  of  the  roaring  twenties.  Courtesy  of 
the  ample  silver  stock  piles  generated  by  the  over  270  million  silver  cartwheels  melted  via  the  Pittman  Act  of 
1918,  the  immensely  popular  Morgan  silver  dollars  witnessed  a rebirth  and  a mass  production  to  the  tune  of  44.7 
million  delivered  by  the  Philly  facility  alone— a record  number  for  the  series. 

Not  surprisingly,  this  last  year  type  coin  is  abundant  and  very  affordable  for  collectors  of  all  budgets  in  circulated 
grades.  Even  mid-range  Mint  State  coins  are  readily  available  with  over  80%  of  all  those  graded  by  NGC  of  the 
date  residing  in  MS-63  & MS-64  category.  Here,  a 1921  Morgan  is  readily  affordable  in  the  $60-$70  range 
respectively.  Moving  up  the  grading  standard,  an  NGC  MS-65  Morgan  dollar  accounts  for  only  about  8%  of  all 
those  graded.  Take  note,  a coin  of  this  caliber  will  only  set  the  collector  back  about  $180.  Try  to  find  one  though. 
It's  actually  tough  to  find  a real  nice  eye  appealing  Gem  or  better  1921  Morgan! 


As  the  three  mints  (Philadelphia,  Denver 
and  San  Francisco)  were  busy  striking  the 
final  Morgan-designed  dollar,  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  still  found  time  to 
introduce  the  new  transitional  Peace  dollar 
in  late  1921.  A relatively  modest  output  of 
just  over  1 million  secures  this  inaugural 
issue  status  as  a key  date  and  is  coveted  in 
all  states  of  preservation.  Considering  the 
series  popularity,  the  coin  will  always  be  in 
demand.  A nice  MS-60  / MS-61  example 
can  still  be  found  in  the  $300  price  range. 

Although  not  heralded  as  such,  the  popular  Buffalo  Nickel  produced  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  1921  is  actually 
rather  scarce.  It  also  boasts  the  lowest  mintage  Philadelphia  issued  Buffalo  Nickel  in  the  entire  series!  Even 
today,  some  94  years  after  its  release,  this  Buffalo  Nickel  is  often  overlooked  by  dealers  and  collectors.  The  issue 
is  relatively  well  struck,  which  makes  finding  a nice  uncirculated  example  a bit  easier.  Although  10.6  million 
nickels  were  minted  at  Philadelphia,  there  are  only  608  listed  as  Mint  State  according  to  the  February  NGC 
Census.  A little  over  a third  of  those  are  for  MS-64  coins.  Accordingly,  I think  a coin  in  this  grade  would  make  a 
good  starting  point  for  your  collection.  Presently,  a nice  very  choice  uncirculated  MS-64  will  set  you  back  around 
$450. 

The  ever-popular  1921  Mercury  Dime  is  somewhat  more  immediately  recognized  as  a key  date  within  the  series. 
Its  mintage  of  slightly  over  1.2  million  examples  makes  it  the  lowest  produced  Philadelphia  Mercury  Dime  by  a 
factor  greater  than  two-and-a-half  over  Ms.  Winged  Liberty's  nearest  competitor,  the  1931  strike,  whose 
reported  mintage  was  3.1  million  pieces.  In  fact,  the  1921  is  the  third  lowest  mintage  in  the  entire  Mercury  Dime 
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series,  trailing  only  the  matriarch  of  the  series,  the  1916  D,  with  its  scant  264,000  struck  and  the  1921  Denver 
issue  reflecting  a mintage  of  just  a fraction  over  1 million  pieces.  There  are  fewer  than  1,200  1921  Mercury 
Dimes  in  all  grade  designations  according  to  the  NGC  Census.  A nice  VF  coin  makes  up  a solid  position  here  and  is 
valued  at  $300. 


As  we  move  up  the  denomination  ladder,  if  ever  a 
coin  was  deserving  of  a key  dates  status,  yet  remains 
a bit  off  the  radar,  it  is  the  1921  Standing  Liberty 
Quarter.  Back  in  the  halcyon  days  of  collecting,  the 
1950s  and  early  1960s,  the  familiar  blue  Whitman 
folders  helped  popularize  collecting  by  date  as  well 
as  mint  mark,  which  certainly  gave  the  otherwise 
unheralded  1921  a boast  in  the  series  standing. 
According  to  the  mintage  52,000  and  inaugural 
status,  the  1916  Standing  Liberty  Quarter  has  always 
been  the  rarest,  most  popular  and  coveted  by 
collectors  as  the  elite  coin  in  the  series  and 
deservedly  so.  Even  so,  the  1921  mintage  figure  of 
1.9  million  does  equate  to  the  tiniest  output  by  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  for  the  Ms.  Standing  Liberty 
Quarter  series  by  three  fold  compared  to  the  final 
Standing  Liberty  Quarter  struck  in  1930.  It  is 
estimated  that  less  than  half  a percent  of  that  total 
1921  delivery  remains. 


The  NGC  Census  reveals  a scant  877  examples  in  all  grades  and  just  over  300  designated  as  Mint  State.  A 
gorgeous  NGC  MS-65  example  just  sold  at  the  Heritage  FUN  Signature  Auction  last  month  where  it  realized 
$2,585,  a nice  buy!  Only  84  rated  as  MS-65,  24  graded  MS  66  and  a single  coin  rated  MS-67.  Securing  a nice  MS- 
65  Gem  quality  coin  seems  to  be  a great  value  as  a full  Gem  is  currently  trending  little  more  than  double  of  the 
February  NGC  price  guide  for  an  AU-50  example  quoted  at  $1,200. 


Next  up,  is  the  Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollar.  The  Philadelphia  Mint's  output,  or  lack  thereof,  also  resulted  in 
recording  the  lowest  mintage  within  the  entire  series.  The  Philly  delivery  reported  mintage  of  a mere  246,000 
coins  is  second  only  to  its  Denver  counterpart  this  same  year  which  claims  a slightly  lower  tally  of  208,000.  While 
both  of  these  coins  (along  with  the  San  Francisco  installment)  are  considered  prominent  keys  to  the  entire 
Walking  Liberty  Half  series  the  Philadelphia  issue  is  considered  the  "type"  coin  of  1921.  As  I view  the  February 
NGC  Census,  fewer  than  1,150  coins  appear  in  all  grades  with  60%  of  that  total  grading  less  than  Fine!  A pleasing 
VF  coin  can  still  be  had  in  the  $1,000  range. 

Perhaps  we  should  think  of  1921  as  the  last  banner  year.  It  was  quite  possibly  the  last  of  the  simpler  golden  age 
of  numismatics  when  most  coins  were  not  produced  in  massive  quantities  and  those  coins  minted  actually 
circulated  as  they  were  intended-  with  no  proofs  struck  for  collectors! 
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Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 

Membership  Application 

No. 

Name: Business  Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip: 

Phone  No.: E-mail: 

□ New  Member  $10.00  □ Renewed  Membership  $10.00  □ Life  Membership  $150.00 

□ Coin  Club  Membership  $10.00: 

Coin  Club  Address: 

Send  dues  and  application  to: 

Bill  Oldenburg  - NOW  Treasurer,  2026  Couples  Ct.,  New  Franken,  Wl  54229 


SHOW  CALENDAR 


Please  send  your  pertinent  show  information  to  ikreichenberger@hotmail.com 
- or  - NOW  NEWS  Editor  - P.O.  Box  3572  - Oshkosh,  Wl  54903 


March  19,20,21,  2015  - Milwaukee  SSCC 

South  Shore  Coin  Club's  51st  Annual  Coin  Show  at  the  Crowne  Plaza  Milwaukee  Airport  (NEW  LOCATION!),  6401  S.  13,hSt.,  Milwaukee, 

Wl.  Wisconsin's  largest  and  only  3-day  show!  March  26  (12  - 6pm),  27  (10  -6),  28  (10  -4).  First  200  Seniors  (62+)  Free.  Contact  Joe  B.  at 
414-327-6156.  Website:  ssccmke.org. 

March  22,  2015  - Madison 

Madison  83"1  Anniversary  Coin  Show  at  Sheraton  Hotel,  706  John  Nolan  Drive,  Madison.  Hours:  9-4  p.m.  50  tables.  Contact  Jim  Essence, 
Jim's  Coins,  702  N.  Midvale  Ave.,  Madison,  Wl  Phone:  608-2233-2118  or  www. jimscoins.net. 

March  29,  2015  - Appleton 

Fox  Valley  Coin  Club's  60th  Annual  Spring  Coin  Show  at  Darboy  Club,  N.9695  County  Rd.  N., 

Appleton,  Wl.  40  tables.  Contact  James  Bayer/Jerry  Roberts,  PO  Box  1981,  Appleton,  Wl  54912  54915.  Ph:  920-739-1089. 

April  9 - 12,  2015  - Chicago  International  Coin  Fair 

Crown  Plaza  Chicago  O'Hare,  Rosemont,  IL.  Info:  Numismaster.com 

April  19,  2015 -Wausau 

Wisconsin  Valley  Coin  Club's  Show  at  Howard  Johnson's  Inn  & Conference  Center,  2101  N.  Mountain  Road,  Wausau.  Hours:  9-4.  Show 
contact:  Thad  Streeter,  5002  Tanya  St.,  Schofield,  Wl  54478.  Phone:  715-574-2777,  e-mail  tls@hotmail.com. 

April  22-25,  2015  - Central  States  - Schaumburg,  IL 

CSNS  76th  anniversary  convention  at  the  Schaumburg  Renaissance  Hotel  and  Convention  Center,  1551  North  Thoreau  Drive,  Schaumburg, 
IL  60173.  Info:  Centralstates.info 

May  3,  2015-  Green  Bay 

Nicolet  Coin  Club’s  Spring  Show  at  Comfort  Suites  - Rock  Garden,  1951  Bond  Street,  Green  Bay.  Free  admission,  39  tables.  Show  Contact 
Roger  Bohn,  Ph.  920-819-7294  or  boneyard7@yahoo.com. 

May  9,  2015  - Sheboygan 

Sheboygan  Coin  Club  Show  at  The  Laker's  Ice  Center,  1202  S.  Wildwood  Av.  Sheboygan,  Wl  53081.  40  tables.  Free  admission.  9am  - 
3:30pm.  Bourse  Chairman:  Ed  Rautmann,  920-893-5864,  P.O.Box  907  Sheboygan,  Wl  53082.  edwinandbev@aol.com 

May  15-16,  2015  - lola  - NOW  Show 

Numismatists  of  Wisconsin's  55“’  Anniversary  Coin  Show  and  Meeting,  hosted  by  the  Wisconsin  Valley  Coin  Club  and  NOW's  lola  friends, 
Friday  and  Saturday,  May  15-16  at  the  lola  Old  Car  Show  Activity  Center  Building,  700  E.  State  St,  lola,  Wl.  Free  admission,  S5  dealer 
tables,  Saturday  educational  programs,  Boy  Scout  Merit  Badge  Clinic,  Collector  exhibits.  Free  souvenir,  Contact:  Clifford  Mishler,  715- 
445-5050,  mish@EclecticPursuitslola.com 

June  13,  2015  - Rice  Lake 

Barron  County  Coin  Show  at  Cedar  Mall,  2900  S.  Main  St.  Rice  Lake,  Wl. 

Hours  9:30  am  to  3:00  pm.  Bourse  Chair:  Sue  Peterson,  P.O.  Box  362,  Rice  Lake,  Wl  54868 

August  1,  2015  - Siren 

Fishbowl  Wooden  Nickel  Coin  Show  at  Siren  Senior  Center,  23943  State  Road  35,  Siren,  Wl.  Hours  9:00am  to  3:00pm.  Show  Contact:  Gary 
Schauls,  2702  150,h  Street,  Luck,  Wl  54853-3811.  Phone  715-472-2002 

August  29,  2015  - Sheboygan 

Sheboygan  Coin  and  Stamp  Show  at  The  Laker's  Ice  Center,  1202  S.  Wildwood  Av.  Sheboygan,  Wl  53081.  35  tables.  Free  admission.  9am 
- 3:30pm.  Bourse  Chairman:  Ed  Rautmann,  920-893-5864,  P.O.Box  907  Sheboygan,  Wl  53082.  edwinandbev@aol.com 

October  4,  2015  - Milwaukee  MNS 

Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society's  Annual  Coin  Show  at  American  Serb  Memorial  Hall,  5101  W.  Oklahoma  Ave.  Milwaukee.  Hours:  9am- 
4pm,  75  tables,  $1  admission.  Show  Chm.  Tom  Casper  414-425-5444;  tcasper57@hotmail.com 
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